Bicycles

The DPW — Transportation Division provides staff support to the members of the Brookline
Advisory Committee which was created by the Transportation Board to advise the Board on
issues related to bicycling in Brookline. Members are appointed by the Board to serve three
year terms. Meetings are usually held on the first Monday of the month in the library of the
Edward Devotion School, 345 Harvard Street, Brookline. We welcome members of the public.
For more information on the activities of the Bicycle Advisory Committee go to www.brooklinebi
kes.org

In order to improve bicycle safety and promote greater bicycle use, the Brookline Bicycle
Advisory Committee developed a master plan for a network of safe bicycle routes. This plan
should be complemented with other Town efforts to improve conditions for cycling, including
provisions for bicycle parking, safety education, and ensuring that every street project
undertaken by the Department of Public Works includes reasonable accommodation of bicycles
and pedestrians. Click here to view the Safe Routes Plan

Think Safety First When Using the Public Way

As the Town continues to focus on building a strong multi-modal transportation network that
encourages cycling and public transportation as reasonable alternatives to personal vehicle



http://www.brooklinebikes.org
http://www.brooklinebikes.org
index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=3353&ItemId=94

Bicycles

use, we strongly encourage all bicyclists and motorists to check out the new initiative "Same
Roads. Same Rules.":

a guide to safer bicycling and driving within Massachusetts launched by MassBike and
Massachusetts Departments of Transportation, Public Safety & Security, and Conservation &
Recreation.
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Bicycling Safety

Bicycling is an important means of transportation used by many for traveling to work or school.
To provide a safe travel environment, drivers must take special care to watch out for bicycle
riders, and bicyclists must obey all traffic laws by riding in a responsible manner. Bicyclists are
legally entitled to use the roads in Brookline, even though their slower speeds can pose
problems for motorists. It’'s easy to share the road when we all drive safely and are considerate
of others. Here are some basic driving rules that motorists and bicyclists are encouraged to
follow.

As a MOTORIST:

Always be aware of bicyclists that may be on the road. As motorists, we must all respect the
rights of other road users, including bicyclists. Bicyclists have the same rights and
responsibilities as drivers of motor vehicles.

Reduce your speed when passing bicyclists, especially if the road is narrow.

Don't blast your horn when approaching a bicyclist — you could startle them and cause an
accident.
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Bicycles

When a road is too narrow for cars and bikes to ride safely side by side, bicycles will move into
the center of the travel lane.

Recognize obstacles that may be hazardous to bicyclist — such as potholes, debris, and drain
grates — and give them adequate room to maneuver around them.

Do not pass bicyclists if oncoming traffic is near. Wait as you would with any slow-moving
vehicle. Your patience could help prevent an accident.

In bad weather, give bicyclists extra trailing and passing room. Also use extra caution during the
morning and evening hours when bicyclists are traveling and traffic is heaviest.

Give at least 3 feet of passing room space between the right side of your vehicle and a bicyclist,
just as you would with a slow-moving car.
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Bicycles

After passing a bicyclist on your right, check over your shoulder to make sure you have allowed
enough room before moving over. Experienced riders often travel 25-30 mph and may be closer
than you think.

Do not pass bicyclists if you will be making a right turn immediately afterwards. Always assume
a bicyclist is traveling through unless they signal.

When turning left at an intersection always yield to oncoming bicyclists, just as your would to an
oncoming motorist.

Before opening your car door, always look for bicyclists that may be approaching.

Children on bicyclists are unpredictable — expect the unexpected and proceed very cautiously.

As a BICYCLIST:
Maintain and regularly inspect your bike and always wear a helmet to prevent head injury.
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Bicycles

Be visible and predictable when riding your bike. Wear bright colors, ride straight in a predicable
manner, and signal before changing direction

Ride with traffic. Always ride on the right side and do not pass motorists on the right. If you
approach an intersection with a right turn lane and want to continue straight, ride with through
traffic. When a road is too narrow to ride side by side, take the travel lane.

Watch for potential hazards such as drains, potholes, train tracks, or debris. Allow time to
maneuver safely around these obstacles while negotiating traffic. Avoid riding into open car
doors by giving yourself 3-4 feet separation distance.

Signal all turns. Look back before your make a lane change or turn, and signal well in advance
of your turning movement.

Make a left turn by either moving into the left travel lane (or turning lane) and turning with the
traffic, or by stopping, dismounting, and walking across a crosswalk like a pedestrian.
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Obey all traffic laws including stops signs, traffic lights, and other traffic controls. Bicyclists fare
best when they act and are treated as drivers of vehicles.

Ride in single file in traffic, except when passing others.

Bicyclists must yield to pedestrians. Be courteous when approaching others by a warning sound
or signal.

Many sidewalks in Brookline are too narrow to accommodate 2-way pedestrian travel and
bicycle travel. Please respect the safety of pedestrians by traveling on the street. State Law
forbids riding a bicycle on the sidewalk in commercial districts where pedestrian travel is

heaviest.
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